The Causes of the World War
15.  Sazonov to Isvolsky, July 29. Int. Beg., No. 220. "As
we could not accede to Germany's request, there is nothing
left for us but to accelerate our arming and contemplate the
inevitable eventuality of war. Please inform the French Govern-
ment to this effect,  and at  the  same  time  express  our
sincere gratitude for the declaration which the French am-
bassador has made to me in its name, that we can count entirely
upon France's support. In existing circumstances, this declara-
tion is particularly valuable for us. It would be extremely
desirable that Great Britain should also without delay line up
with France, for it is only in this way that she can prevent
a dangerous disturbance of the European equilibrium."
16.  Telegram from Viviani to the French ambassadors in
St. Petersburg and London, July 30, Yellow Book) No. 101.
The original text is as follows: "As I indicated to you in rny
telegram of July 27, the Government of the Republic is
resolved to spare no effort with a view to settling the conflict
and seconding the action of the Imperial Government in the
interests of general peace. At the same time, France is resolved
to fulfil all the obligations of the alliance. But in the interests
of general peace itself, and in view of the fact that negotiation
is in progress among the Powers least directly involved, I think
it would be desirable that, in any measures of precaution and
defence to which she may see fit to proceed, Russia should not
take at present any step which would offer Germany any
pretext for general or partial mobilization of her forces."
17.  Secret telegram from  Isvolsky, July  30.   Int.  Bez.>
No. 291.
18.  Viviani's note,  dated January 23,   1915, is  hitherto
unpublished. Here is the essential passage: "In the morning
(July 31), M. Isvolsky, who had been informed during the
night of the contents of M. Viviani's telegram" (this is telegram
No-101 mentioned in note 16 above), "came to see the Prime
Minister again. Count Ignatieff, the Russian military attach^
had seen M. Messimy during the morning, and in the course
of their conversation he had inquired how this reservation
was to be translated into military terms. To what extent could
preparatory mobilization measures be suspended in order not
to give Germany the pretext which was feared? The Prime
Minister recalls that M. Isvolsky showed him a document in
which Count Ignatieff, in the light of his conversation with
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